The activity of thymidine phosphorylase in the uterine myomas and the myometrium in perimenopausal women.
The activity of thymidine phosphorylase (dThdPase) in the myometrium and uterine myomas has been investigated in perimenopausal women. Differences in the activity of dThdPase have been found depending on the myoma type, menopause stage and the phase of the menstrual cycle in which the surgery was performed. The enzyme in the cytoplasmatic soluble fraction obtained at 50,000 x g was the most active in cellular leiomyomas of the follicular phase, the least in adenomyomas of the luteal phase of the menstrual cycle, whereas its activity in myometrium was always unchanged. Greater differences can be observed in the activity of dThdPase after a partial purification of the enzyme from myomas. It seems that the increase in dThdPase activity may point to its correlation with transient, premalignant tumor which may later transform into malignant forms.